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PROGRAM

Unearthed: The Rediscovery of Discarded
Writers in the Irish Canon, presented by Jack
Osborne
Move Over Yeats! Finding New Voices in Irish
Theatre by Hendrik-Joe Burke

PODCAST SERIES 
(released from May 17th-28th) 

PERFORMANCES & REHEARSED READINGS

19th May 3pm: When Humour Goes, There Goes
Civilisation by Sara Segura Rodriguez 

21st May 3pm: The Inner Life of a Child devised by
ensemble and directed by Aisling Hanrahan

24th May 3pm: Finding Sympathy written by
Gabriella Daly. 

26th May 3pm: The Heather Field: a rehearsed
reading, written by Edward Martyn and directed
by Martin Kenny.

 



EVENT
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCES & REHEARSED READINGS

27th May 3pm: Frances Brown's Legends of
Ulster, adapted for the stage by Shirley-Anne
Godfrey by Shirley-Anne Godfrey.

28th May 3pm: Youth's the Season...? by Mary
Manning, an adaption by Alison Dixon, Molly
Fahy, and Saorla Fenton.

FILM

25th May 12noon: Queen of Coole by Ananya
Rajoo, Hugh Murphy, and Merve Yilmaz

 



EVENT
PROGRAM

PANEL EVENTS

18th May 3pm: Student Created Learning
Resources with students from the School of
English and Creative Arts (NUI Galway)

25th May 4pm: Staging Queer Acts: Theatre,
Space-making & Narratives of Joy with James 
 Bigley (PhD Candidate, NUI Galway), Philip
McMahon (THISISPOPBABY), and Dr Ciara L.
Murphy (NUI Galway). 

WORKSHOP

20th May 4pm: Making Strange: Queer Resilience
and Creativity Workshop



 
PODCASTS

Unearthed: The
Rediscovery of Discarded
Writers in the Irish Canon 
by Jack Osborne

This podcast deals with talking about Irish writers who have been left
out of the canon and digging into why they have been left out. We aim
to find out what was the obstacles where to stop them getting into the
canon and discussing the possibility of staging their plays post COVID-
19. Our conversations will not only have us digging into the writers’
history but taking a true look at Irelands history and where its core
truly is.

 

Move Over Yeats! 
Finding New Voices in
Irish Theatre
by Hendrik-Joe Burke

If you asked anyone, “Who are the women in Irish Theatre who wrote
within the last century?”, I think you would be hard pressed to get a
response beyond Lady Gregory. This podcast series will shine a light
on neglected female playwrights who do not commonly feature in the
Irish creative arts canon. Join me, as I speak with voices that have been
forgotten and learn about their artistic direction, their life and writings.
In doing so, I reveal and uncover a lost world of Irish creativity.



PERFORMANCES

& REHEARSED

READINGS
When Humour
Goes, There Goes
Civilisation
by Sara Segura
Rodriguez

 ‘When humour goes, there goes civilization’ is a piece of work that will
surprise you. It talks about culture and cultural differences from a
funny point of view. It makes sense but it also doesn’t, and we just
hope you understand it. It is just a 20-30 minute long show, for the
audience to have a break and laugh. At no time, however, is it intended
to make a mockery of any culture.  It is simply intended to cause
laughter through the use of various humorous resources.  So, you can
sit back, relax and enjoy this flight, or not, I don’t really care. 

WEDNESDAY 19TH MAY, 3PM
ONLINE PERFORMANCE
DURATION: TBC 



The Inner Life of a Child
created by ensemble

directed by Aisling Hanrahan

Eva Gore Booth was a renowned writer, dramatist, activist and social
worker. Born and raised in Sligo, she published a number of books of
poetry, as well as fighting tirelessly for women’s suffrage. 
Despite being an incredible person and artist, she has mostly been
forgotten by the Irish literary canon. 
The Inner Life of a Child aims to reimagine her writing so that her work
can be shared and enjoyed by a wider audience. If just one person was
to leave feeling that they want to know more about her, that mission
has been accomplished. 

The Heather Field
by Edward Martyn
directed by Martin Kenny

Although a founding member of the Irish Literary Theatre, Edward
Martyn's contributions to the theatrical landscape of Ireland are often
maligned and unrecognised. His play, The Heather Field (1899), which
opened the first season of the Irish Literary Theatre along with Yeats's
The Countless Cathleen in 1899, has not received a staged production
since the 1920s. Directed by IRC scholar Martin Kenny, with a cast of
NUIG students, this rehearsed reading hopes to begin the work of
reclaiming the importance of Martyn's work, and expose it to new
audiences. 

FRIDAY 21ST MAY, 3PM
ONLINE PERFORMANCE

DURATION: TBC 
 

WEDNESDAY 26TH MAY, 3PM
ONLINE PERFORMANCE
DURATION:  TBC



Finding Sympathy-Revisited
by Gabriella Daly

MONDAY 24th MAY, 3PM
ONLINE PERFORMANCE

DURATION: TBC
 

In this rehearsed reading we will revisit the 2013 Auto-Ethnographic
Play Finding Sympathy by PhD candidate Ella Daly. Finding Sympathy is
a deeply personal exploration of family, relationships and objects. In
this iteration, 8years after the original production, the character of
'Ella' is performed by recent NUIG graduate Ailish McDonagh and
Directed by 2nd Year Drama and performance student Chloe Naomi.
The reading will be performed live over Zoom and will be followed by a
post show panel discussion on contemporary Irish female playwrights
performing their own story.

 

Frances Brown's Legends of Ulster
dramatised by Shirley-
Anne Godfrey 
THURSDAY 27TH MAY, 3PM
ONLINE REHEARSED READING
DURATION: TBC

Frances Brown (1816-1879) from Stranorlar, Co. Donegal, is most
famous for her best-selling children’s fairy tales Granny's Wonderful
Chair 1857 and for her poetry. Between 1849 and 1851 she
contributed 12 legends of Ulster to Tate's Edinburgh Magazine. These
supernatural tales showcase Brown’s skill as a journalist, storyteller,
and pioneering ethnographic folklorist. This production adapts the
dialogue from Brown's  tales and presents them via a rehearsed
reading for an audience. 



Youth's The Season...?
by Mary Manning

directed by Alison Dixon, Molly
Fahy & Saorla Fenton 

The Festival of New Work presents Youth’s the Season…? by Mary
Manning, one of Ireland’s most forgotten female playwrights. The three
- act play is set in the heart of Dublin in March 1932 and follows the
drama that unfolds before, during and after a party with the city’s
bourgeois youth. This love letter to Dublin promises an insight into a
group of misfits navigating their way through heartbreak, stunted
ambition and blind egotism. The themes of this tragi-comedy, originally
produced in 1931 at the Dublin Gate Theatre, have never felt more
relevant. We are proud to present Mary Manning’s Youth’s the
Season…?, directed by Alison Dixon, Molly Fahy and Saorla Fenton.
 
*Content Note: Discussion of physical abuse, mental health issues/
Suicide*

FRIDAY 28TH, 3PM
ONLINE PERFORMANCE

DURATION: TBC 
 



Lady Gregory, the powerful woman who was instrumental in the
founding of Abbey Theatre, but has not been given due place in history
as the discipline had become ‘his’story with no place for ‘her’story. By
travelling through the life of the matriarch of Irish Theatre, with a focus
on the historic events in Coole Park, the film provides an artistic
experience that lets the audience contemplate on the right to belong,
the right to be understood and represented in the rightful manner, the
right to reclaim their space in the workplace and in the wider society.

FILM
Queen of Coole
by Hugh Murphy,
Ananya Rajoo, & Merve
Yilmaz

TUESDAY 25TH MAY, 12NOON 
DURATION: TBC



PANEL EVENTS
STUDENT CREATED LEARNING RESOURCES

Tuesday 18th May 3-4.30pm 
SPEAKERS: Muireann Doheny, Martin Kenny, Orla Mooney, Rebecca
Moore, Emily Noe, and Ryo Tanaka.
Chaired by Dr Ciara L. Murphy (NUI Galway) 

This event will consist of presentations of student-created learning
resources and processes.  

School of English and Creative Arts Students

Creating digital student editions of Helen Waddell’s The Spoiled
Buddha and The Abbé Prévost
Researched by Ryo Tanaka 
 
My project aims at creating digital student editions of The Spoiled
Buddha and The Abbé Prévost by Helen Waddell. The unique foreign
settings and representations of her plays startlingly contrast with plays
by her contemporaries who were involved in the creation of Irish
identities during and after the revolutionary period. Waddell's plays did
not enjoy commercial success and are forgotten in Irish theatre
history. I hope my digital editions with commentaries on Japanese
culture, Buddhism, and Waddell's studies would help NUIG students to
read and study her interesting plays.

PANEL PROJECTS



Understanding the Irish Theatrical Canon: the Abbey Theatre’s
Exports During the Early Twentieth Century
Researched by Orla Mooney
 
The project focuses on two of the Abbey Theatre’s major touring
periods during the early twentieth century. It examines the first tour to
the USA in 1911 and traces the progress made across almost thirty
years to consider the Abbey’s revisit to the east coast of America in
1937 and 1938. The research demonstrates the idea that the literature
and theatre that nations export play a key role in defining the canon,
and by analysing the contrast between what was produced on the
Abbey’s stage at home and which productions were touring, this
project seeks out alternative stories about Ireland’s theatrical canon.

Laverty for Students: Tolka Row
Researched by Rebecca Moore

The aim of this project is to make the play Tolka Row by Maura Laverty
more accessible to students. Despite massive success and numerous
revivals in the 1950’s, Tolka Row remains unpublished, and today there
are very few learning resources available to students to assist in their
study of the text. This project uses a variety of archival materials and
resouces to create educational videos discussing the life of Laverty,
exploring themes of the text, and examining the production history of
this play.



The Heather Field
Directed by Martin Kenny

Although a founding member of the Irish Literary Theatre, Edward
Martyn's contributions to the theatrical landscape of Ireland are often
maligned and unrecognised. His play, The Heather Field (1899), which
opened the first season of the Irish Literary Theatre along with Yeats's
The Countless Cathleen in 1899, has not received a staged production
since the 1920s. Directed by IRC scholar Martin Kenny, with a cast of
NUIG students, this rehearsed reading hopes to begin the work of
reclaiming the importance of Martyn's work, and expose it to new
audiences. 

About a Face: Exhibition of Irish Portraiture 
Curated by Emily Noe

About a Face: Exhibition of Irish Portraiture is a visual arts exhibition
consisting of pieces selected from the NUI Galway University Art
Collection. The focus of this exhibition is portraiture, one of the most
traditional art forms, executed by Irish artist as a means to investigate
the cultural significance of portrait art and the insights it provides to
the subjects and painters alike. The variety of the work selected for this
exhibit demonstrates the diversity within portraiture while still
referencing back to the foundations of the art and the stylistic choices
that allow the work to be seen as expressing “Irishness”, bringing Irish
visual artist to the spotlight.



August is a Wicked Month: Adaptation of a Novel to Radio Play
by Muireann Doheny

August is a Wicked Month tells the intimate story of a young woman
running away. Ellen is not running away from any one thing, but the
state of her life in London. After her divorce, her son is the only thing
keeping her busy. When he goes on holiday with his father, Ellen is lost
and travels to the French Riviera to find something new and
provocative.

WORKSHOP
Making Strange: Queer

Resilience and Creativity
Workshop

Created by James
Bigley

Dolly Screeve Theatre Company presents an online workshop
exploring the theme of queer resilience through drama and creative
writing. Over the next two hours, we will focus on the resilience of the
individual, in the community and under social structures, exploring the
radical power of queer joy and reimagining futures for queer
resilience.

Booking Link: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/making-strange-queer-
resilience-creativity-workshop-tickets-150908233589 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/making-strange-queer-resilience-creativity-workshop-tickets-150908233589
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/making-strange-queer-resilience-creativity-workshop-tickets-150908233589


The Festival of New Work is a School of English and Creative Arts, NUI
Galway event. It is generously funded by the National Forum for the
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education and
supported by NUI Galway. 

Sincere thanks to the staff and students of the School of English and
Creative Arts for their assistance in creating and producing this
programme of events. 
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